
Arvida hosted a football tournament on Friday the 17th right before Thanksgiving break. This
tournament only included 8th grade students which made the event more exclusive. There
were 40 kids selected which were separated into 4 teams of 10, the four teams that played
were the Orange, Pink, Green, and blue team. The first game was orange vs Blue. The result
was 13 to 6 with Blue taking the win. Then there was another game with the pink vs green
team. The result of that game was 20 to 13, with Pink winning. Then in the middle block all
players and cheerleaders went inside to eat food, party, and listen to music. Then all the

eighth graders went out to watch the final two games during the last block and the teams
went back out for the two winning teams to play against each other and the losing teams
to play each other. First, the losing team's Orange and Green played, and the final score
was 14 to 6 with Green taking fourth place and Orange third in the tournament. Then the
two winning teams, Pink and Blue, played. Both teams put up a good fight but, in the end,

Blue prevailed and won 6-0 and got first place in the tournament! 
The leader board was:

1st Place- Blue
2nd Place- Pink

3rd Place- Orange
4th Place- Green 

It was an incredibly fun event that all 8th grade students enjoyed and will cherish in their
memories going into high school!

VIKINGS’ ‘VENTURES
H T T P S : / / A R V I D A M I D D L E . N E T # 4  |   N O V  2 0 2 3

VIKING BOWL
B Y :  A L E X A N D R A  B L A N C O ,  A N A  E S C O B A R ,  A N D  G I A N L U C A  V E N C E



For the month of November, we practice habit four “Celebrating Teamwork,”
which means we work together or help each other succeed. Some

examples of how students can show this habit are when you work on a
school project with your classmates, but you all have different opinions on
how it should look; in this case you should make a plan to figure out how

the project can contain all of your ideas. There are also many ways
teachers have shown this habit at Arvida. Some ways teachers have shown
this habit, were by working together to make a door for Red Ribbon Week
(Ms. Vega and Ms. Jones-White), Mr. Foster making a food drive to fill the
pantry of Arvida Families in need, and the Girls' Volleyball team working
together to win games. Another way our school shows this habit is in the

Viking Bowl where teams worked together to compete. That is how
“Celebrating Teamwork” is shown in our school.
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B Y :  L I A H  B L A N C O ,  J A Y L E E N  C A Z A R E S ,  A N D  N I C O L E  F L O R E S

7 Habits of Successful Vikings

I N  V I K I N G  B O W L ,  S T U D E N T S  W O R K E D  T O G E T H E R  T O  C O M P E T E  A G A I N S T  O T H E R  T E A M S .  T H I S
R E P R E S E N T S  H A B I T  4 ,  C E L E B R A T E  T E A M W O R K .



F M r .  F o s t e r  i s  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  T h e  A r v i d a  N a t i o n a l  J u n i o r  H o n o r
S o c i e t y  ( N J H S ) .  T h e  c l u b  a s k e d  e v e r y  h o m e r o o m  t o  c o l l e c t

c a n n e d  f o o d .  T h e  N J H S  s t u d e n t s  d e c o r a t e d  s h o e  b o x e s  t o  p u t  i n
t h e  h o m e r o o m  t e a c h e r ' s  c l a s s r o o m s ,  t o  c o l l e c t  c a n n e d  g o o d s
d o n a t e d  b y  A r v i d a  s t u d e n t s .  N J H S  s t u d e n t s  w e n t  a r o u n d  t h e

s c h o o l  e v e r y  M o n d a y  f o r  a  w h o l e  m o n t h  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  c a n s .
T h e  i d e a  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  t o  o v e r f l o w  o u r  p a n t r y  t o  p r o v i d e
s c r u m p t i o u s  m e a l s  f o r  A r v i d a  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e .

T h e  N J H S  t e a m  o f f i c i a l l y  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  a m a z i n g  g o a l  o f  g e t t i n g
e n o u g h  f o o d  f o r  t h e i r  1 5  t a r g e t  f a m i l i e s ;  w h i l e  t h e  P T S A  w a s          
                                                                 a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m            

                                                         w i t h  t u r k e y s  f o r  
                                                               T h a n k s g i v i n g !  A  s p e c i a l  

                                                                 q u o t e  f r o m  M r .  F o s t e r  i s  
                                                                  t o  “ R o c k  O n ! ”  T h a n k  y o u ,  
                                                                  M r .  F o s t e r ,  f o r  c a r i n g  f o r  

                                                                 a l l  o f  t h e  V i k i n g  f a m i l y !
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A  G R O U P  O F  N J H S  S T U D E N T S
P O S E  W I T H  M E L A S  R E A D Y  T O  B E
D E L I V E R E D  T O  V I K I N G  F A M I L I E S !

“Arvida Middle’s Food Drive”
 Hosted by Mr. Foster

Teacher Talk

B Y :  S T E L L A  G A S S A W A Y ,  P A I G E  M E N D E Z ,  A N D  S O F I A  N E Y R A
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Teacher Talk
“Viking For a Day”
with Ms. Holbrook

B Y :  D A N I E L L E  A M O R E S ,  A D R I A N  M E D I N A ,  A N D  D A N I E L  R A M I R E Z

T h e  “ V i k i n g  F o r  a  D a y ”  e v e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  6 t h  o f
N o v e m b e r ,  i n  w h i c h  f u t u r e  V i k i n g s  t o o k  t h e i r  n e x t  p o s s i b l e

s c h o o l  f o r  a  t o u r .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a  t o u r  a r o u n d
t h e  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  m e e t  o u r  a m a z i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f .  T h e

s t u d e n t s  a l s o  c h e c k e d  o u t  t h e  d a n c e  r o o m ,  b a n d  r o o m ,  a n d  g o t
t o  e a t  t h e  f o o d  i n  o u r  c a f e t e r i a  a n d  h a n g  o u t  i n  s p i l l  o u t !

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  w e n t  t o  t h e  G l o b a l  a n d  F o r e n s i c  l a b s  t o  s e e
w h i c h  m a g n e t  p r o g r a m  t h e y  w i l l  e n d  u p  a p p l y i n g  t o .  T h e  b a n d ,

c h e e r l e a d e r s ,  a n d  d a n c e  t e a m  e v e n  o r g a n i z e d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n
t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  i n c o m i n g  s t u d e n t s .

 “ A R V I D A  I S  A  P H E N O M E N A L  S C H O O L  A N D  I F  W E  A L L  S P R E A D
T H E  W O R D ,  W E  C A N  B U I L D  A  B I G G E R  S C H O O L .  A  B I G G E R

V I K I N G  F A M I L Y  W I L L  B U I L D  A  B I G G E R  V I K I N G  C O M M U N I T Y . ”
- M S .  H O L B R O O K



On 11/2/2023, the Humane Society gave a presentation to global students, showing the
importance of being responsible pet owners of animals like cats and dogs who do not have a
home. Ms. Rivero states, “The humane society talked about the overpopulation of dogs and

cats around the world. They talked about responsible ownership of pets and the best ways to
train dogs. Students learned about the body language of cats and dogs, and how to properly
walk a dog on a leash.” The students also gained knowledge about the proper way to walk a   

              dog on a leash. This topic is important to learn as it shows the fact that                    
                      instead of being comfortable in a home, pets like  

              cats and dogs are forced to live in poverty on the streets.

During the week of November 22nd, Forensic Magnet Students participated in
“The Edible Crime Scene” project. During this activity, students used gummy bears
and Twizzlers to construct DNA strands. During this project, the students learned   
                                                                    how DNA works. This fun project gave forensics  
                                                                        students the opportunity to learn about genes and 
                                                                          chromosomes, through food. This activity showed 
                                                                           the importance of navigating and using DNA at 
                                                                            crime scenes, while also 
                                                                           providing everyone 
                                                                              with a tasty treat.
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Magnet Mania
B Y :  A N O R A  D I G I A C O M O ,  G Y A N N A  L L E R A ,  A N D  M A R I A N A  O R O Z C O



F O R  G I R L S  C R O S S - C O U N T R Y ,  A R V I D A  P A R T I C I P A T E D  I N  T H E  “ 2 . 1  M I L E  C C  G I R L S
J V  R A C E ”  O N  N O V E M B E R  7 T H .  I T  W A S  A  R A C E  F O R  T H E  “ M I A M I - D A D E  M S

C H A M P I O N S H I P ”  F O R  C R O S S - C O U N T R Y  T E A M S .  A N D  O U T  O F  O V E R  1 0 0
D I F F E R E N T  K I D S  F R O M  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  S C H O O L S ,  A R V I D A ’ S  M A R I E

F L O R E N Z A N O  ( G R A D E  7 )  C A M E  I N  6 T H  P L A C E !  G R E A T  W O R K  T O  H E R  A N D  T H E
R E S T  O F  T H E  C R O S S - C O U N T R Y  T E A M  F O R  T H I S  A M A Z I N G  A C H I E V E M E N T !

F O R  G I R L S  V O L L E Y B A L L ,  T H E Y  P L A Y E D  A G A I N S T  D E V O N - A I R E  K 8 ,
A N D  W O N  O N  T H E  F I N A L  S E T !  T H I S  G A M E  G U A R A N T E E D  T H E  G I R L S  A N

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  P L A Y  I N  D I S T R I C T S !  G R E A T  G A M E  V I K I N G S !

N A T I O N A L  J U N I O R  H O N O R  S O C I E T Y  ( N J H S )  H E L P E D  W I T H  T H E
T H A N K S G I V I N G  F O O D  D R I V E ,  I T  W A S  V E R Y  S U C C E S S F U L .  T H A N K  Y O U  T O

O U R  N J H S  C L U B  F O R  S E T T I N G  U P  T H I S  E V E N T  T O  H E L P  F E E D  T H E  N E E D Y !

H T T P S : / / A R V I D A M I D D L E . N E T # 4   |   N O V  2 0 2 3

Clubs and Sports
B Y :  A L E J A N D R O  C E D E N O ,  J E S U S  F E R N A N D E Z ,  A N D  E M M A  L E M U S

Clubs

Sports Highlights



                        On the 3rd of November, Ms. Holbrook hosted the first Most Valuable    
                          Viking Ceremony of the school year. On this day, the students in    
                                   attendance  had perfect attendance, no Viking Violations, earned 
                                      Valiant Viking points, or were on Honor Roll for the first nine-   
                                        weeks. Students were sent to the Global Studies backyard and 
                                              could play video games in a rented game truck and enjoyed a      
                                                   delicious treat like ice cream. 

                                                     On November 15th, AMS had their very own “Viking’s Got    
                                                    Talent” show, where each student that tried out got to show  
                                                    off their unique talents. Dexter Meyer and Amanda Espinosa, 
                                             the winners of the talent show, performed “Cowboy Like Me” by     
                                                  Taylor Swift. EVERY STUDENT DID GREAT! 

                       The last day before Thanksgiving Break, November 16th, Ms. Gomberg
and Mrs. Paolella hosted the Viking Bowl Pep-rally. The Pep-rally was for all 8th
graders. They first presented the different colored teams that played in the Viking
Bowl, then the teams as well as other students got to play fun games, and the 8th
graders ended it off by singing “Crank That” by Soulja Boy. 
It was a great way to end the week before having 
a week off for the fall break!
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Viking’s Events
B Y :  K A T H E R I N E  E L E J A L D E ,  M E L O D Y  F L E I T A S ,  A N D  V I C T O R I A  G R A N I E R O



T H E  M O N T H  O F  N O V E M B E R  R E C O G N I Z E S  T H E  V A L U E S  M A T T E R  O F
C I T I Z E N S H I P .  T H E  R E A S O N  F O R  V A L U E S  M A T T E R  I S  T O  S H O W  T H E  S T U D E N T S
T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  C O M I N G  T O G E T H E R  A S  A  S C H O O L  T O  A C C O M P L I S H  T H E
G O A L  A N D  T O  C O N T I N U E  B U I L D I N G  U P  A  S C H O O L  F A M I L Y  A N D  I N  T H E  R E A L

W O R L D .  F O R  C I T I Z E N S H I P ,  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E  S C H O O L  H A N D - M A D E  P O S T E R S
A N D  H U N G  T H E M  U P  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L .  I T  H E L P E D  S H O W  S T U D E N T S ’

C R E A T I V I T Y  W H I L E  W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R .  S T U D E N T S  A L S O  H A D  T H E
O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  W R I T E  N I C E  C O M M E N T S  A N D  H A N G  T H E M  U P  O N  A  W A L L .

A R V I D A  P R I D E S  A N D  R E C O G N I Z E S  P O S I T I V E  B E H A V I O R .  T H E  S T U D E N T  
                                                      A W A R D E D  W I T H  T H E   

                                                            H I G H E S T  V A L I A N T  V I K I N G    
                                                           P O I N T S  I S  R E C O G N I Z E D  

                                                             F O R  T H E I R  C I T I Z E N S H I P   
                                                            A N D  G I V E N  A  R E W A R D .  

                                                                  S T A F F  M E M B E R S  A L S O  A R E  
                                                              R E C O G N I Z E D  F O R  T H E I R  

                                                                   O U T S T A N D I N G  C I T I Z E N S H I P  
                                                       B Y  H E L P I N G  P E O P L E  

                                                                 A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L .  T H E  
                                                                      S C H O O L  G I V E S  V A L I A N T  V I K I N G  

                                                                      P O I N T S  A S  A  R E W A R D  T O  T H O S E       
                                                                       H O W  H A V E  D O N E  A  G O O D  D E E D  
                                                                       T O  T H O S E  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

                                                                   A N D  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  
                                                                    S E M E S T E R  T H E  S C H O O L  H O S T S  A  

                                                                     V A L I A N T  V I K I N G  P A R T Y  T O  S H O W  
                                                   H O W  D O I N G  H O N O R A B L E  D E E D S  A L W A Y S

P A Y  O F F ,  A N D  H O W  Y O U  C A N  A C C O M P L I S H  M O S T  T H I N G S  I F  Y O U  W O R K
T O G E T H E R  I N  T H E  E N D .  I T  E N C O U R A G E S  S T U D E N T S  T O  C O N T I N U E  W O R K I N G

T O G E T H E R  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  S C H O O L .  
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Counselor Corner

Values Matter: Citizenship
B Y :  E D U A R D O  C E R R A ,  S O F I A  L E R G I E R ,  A N D  S A M A N T H A  P A R G A S


