
During Hispanic Heritage month, students of Ms. Malcolm’s class researched famous
Hispanic people. They created a poster and wrote a biography about who they were

researching, also including pictures with brief description. On the following date,
September 15th, there was a teacher Hispanic breakfast to show and express diverse

types of Hispanic foods, along with their cultures. Students also got the chance to wear a
Hispanic shirt on the same day to represent their countries for free. 

VIKINGS’ ‘VENTURES
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Hispanic Heritage Month
B Y :  D A N I E L L E  A M O R E S ,

M E L O D Y  F E L I T A S ,
 &  S O F I A  L E R G I E R

“Having the privilege of organizing a Hispanic
Heritage Poetry contest for the students at Arvida was

eye-opening. Our wonderful students come from so
many culturally diverse and dynamic backgrounds.

Having the opportunity for them to voice their
appreciation and love for their individuality was

absolutely beautiful and I plan on doing this every
year from now on.”

– MS. ARMANDA

September 29th was Spanish Poetry Night, on this day students got to write a poetry expressing
their beautiful Hispanic cultures and present their poetries that night to students. They also

included a variety of Hispanic foods that were delicious! Student who placed 1st were Alejandro
Ortega (6th grade), Adrian Miranda (7th grade), Derek Castro and Kevin Mateos (8th graders)

who tied, in 2nd place were Aaron Carmona (6th grade), Ashleidy Daza (7th grade), and Dayanar
Garcia (8th grade), and in 3rd place were Samuel Tabarres (6th grade), Elizabeth Santiago (7th

grade), and Sofia Villabella (8th grade). Congrats to all the winners! Amazing night!
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B Y :  L I A H  B L A N C O ,  J E S U S  F E R N A N D E Z ,  &  I S A B E L L A  U R I A R T E

7 Habits of Successful Vikings

The month of September is Habit #3 for Vikings; “Begin
with The End In Mind.” What does that mean? It means
to have a plan, and always be prepared by starting with

setting goals for yourself. This allows you to plan for
goals and actions as well. Think before acting. Bad

behavior comes from not planning- in other words, not
thinking before acting. Goals can lead us forward,

thinking before acting can prevent trouble, and planning
can affect your future in positive ways.
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“ L I F E  I S  L I K E  A  B O X  O F  C H O C O L A T E S ,  Y O U  N E V E R
K N O W  W H A T  S U R P R I S E S  Y O U  M I G H T  F I N D ”  

- M R .  C O R Z O

“The S'mores Lab”
 with Mr. Corzo

Teacher Talk

B Y :  K A T H E R I N E  E L E J A L D E ,  N I C O L E  F L O R E S ,  &  P A I G E  M E N D E Z
M r .  C o r z o  s u r e  k n o w s  h o w  t o  e n g a g e  h i s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  f u n

a n d  f o o d !  H e  e n g a g e d  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i s  “ S ’ m o r e s  L a b ! ”  T h e
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l a b  w a s  t o  l e a r n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n

c o n d u c t i o n ,  c o n v e c t i o n  a n d  r a d i a t i o n .  T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e
e x p e r i m e n t  w a s  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  c o n d u c t i o n ,
c o n v e c t i o n ,  a n d  r a d i a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  u s e  f i r e  t o
h e a t  t h e  m a r s h m a l l o w s  a n d  c r e a t e  a  y u m m y  t r e a t  t h a t  t h e y

s u r e  w o n ’ t  f o r g e t  i n  t h e i r  s c i e n c e  c l a s s !
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Teacher Talk
“Hispanic Heritage Merienda” 

with Mrs. Diaz
B Y :  A L E X A N D R A  B L A N C O ,  N O R A  D I G I A C O M O ,  &  E M M A  L E M U S

I n  h o n o r  o f  H i s p a n i c  h e r i t a g e  m o n t h ,  M r s .  D i a z ' s  c l a s s  d i d
a  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  “ H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  M e r i e n d a . ”  T h e

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w a s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t r a d i t i o n a l
f o o d s  a r o u n d  t h e  m a n y  H i s p a n i c  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  t h e  e n d ,

s t u d e n t s  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  r e c i p e s  a n d  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  t o
m a k e  e a c h  d i s h .  T h e y  l o o k e d  u p  t h e  m a i n  s t e p s  o n  m a k i n g

t h e  d i s h e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  t h e m  t o g e t h e r .  G r o u p s  b r o u g h t  t h e
f o o d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s  a f t e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e

b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  f o o d .  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c u l t u r e s  a n d

t h e i r  f o o d  a r o u n d  t h e m  a n d  t h e  w o r l d !



 Sixth graders in the Forensic Science Program took a field trip to the Frost Museum and
explored sea life. At the Frost Museum, students were able to interact with sea life and

further explore sharks, alligators, fish, and more. Also, seventh graders went to the Coral
Gables Police and Fire Department, where they learned about what firefighters and police
officers do in and out of their workplaces. Students were also able to learn about cases in

the past, questions officers ask when they answer the phone, and what studies officers
and firefighters had to study to earn their job. On September 27th, a presentation with

Canine Dogs took place in the auditorium where students met a police canine that
performs its job extremely well and can sense where certain evidence is located. Forensics
science provides many activities for students where everyone can learn while having fun!
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Magnet Mania
B Y :  J A Y L E E N  C A Z A R E S ,  A D R I A N  M E D I N A ,  &  S A M A N T H A  P A R G A S

 Sixth graders in the Global Studies Magnet took a trip to Deering Estates, where
they took a mini hike through a forest. Then after their hike, they moved on to start
planting where they housed a plant in a plastic bottle and got to take it back home

and keep growing it. Upcoming events for Global students are a field trip to the Fruit
and Spice Park and then a “Planting a Pollinator” Gardening Event. 



O U R  B O Y S  S O C C E R  T E A M
H A D  A  G A M E  O N

S E P T E M B E R  2 7 T H ,  A N D
W E  W O N  5 - 2 !  O U R

A M A Z I N G  S O C C E R  T E A M
P L A Y S  A G A I N  O N  M O N D A Y

A G A I N S T  D E V O N  A I R E .
V O L L E Y B A L L  T R Y O U T S

A L S O  H A P P E N E D  O N  T H E
2 7 T H .  T H E  G I R L S '

S O F T B A L L  M E E T I N G  W A S
O N  T H E  2 9 T H .  
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Clubs and Sports
B Y :  A N A  E S C O B A R ,  G Y A N N A  L L E R A ,  A N D  G I A N L U C A  V E N C E

Clubs
Sports

S P I R I T  W E E K  W A S  F R O M  T H E
1 9 T H  T O  T H E  2 3 R D  O F

S E P T E M B E R  S P O N S O R E D  B Y
F F E A .  T H E  P E A N U T  B U T T E R

D R I V E  W A S  D O N E  F R O M  T H E
1 4 T H  T O  T H E  2 4 T H  A N D  I T  W A S

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  T H E  V I K I N G
C O U N C I L  L E D  B Y  M R S .

J U S T I N I A N O .  M R S .  J U S T I N I A N O
A N D  M R .  F O S T E R  G O T  F I R S T

A N D  S E C O N D  P L A C E .  I N  T O T A L
T H E  S C H O O L  C O L L E C T E D  M O R E
T H A N  8 0 0  P O U N D S  W H I C H  I S  A
N E W  S C H O O L  R E C O R D ,  B E A T I N G
T H E  P A S T  O N E  B Y  3 0 0  P O U N D S !

T H E  C H E S S  C L U B  M E T  T H I S
M O N T H  A N D  W I L L  H A V E

M E E T I N G S  E V E R Y  T W O  W E E K S .
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Viking’s Events

 There were many events that took place during
the month of September. On September 5th, our

school hosted Open House. The turnout of parents
that visited with teachers is reflective of the
involvement that parents have with our school!
Ms. Justiniano started the 6th Grade Arvida All-
Stars shirt sale on OSP, shirts will be used for
fun events and school field trips. September 20th
was “Start With Hello Week;” students wrote kind
messages to one another to spread positivity.

From the 18th to the 22nd, we had our Spirt Week,
students were allowed to wear clothing

corresponding to the specific day. We had Jersey
Day, Neon Day, Miami Dolphins Day, and more. 

B Y :  A L E J A N D R O  C E D E N O ,  E D U A R D O  C E R R A ,  A N D  D A N I E L  R A M I R E Z
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Counselor Corner
B Y :  S O F I A  N E Y R A  A N D  M A R I A N A  O R O Z C O

O u r  s c h o o l  h a s  t h r e e  a m a z i n g  c o u n s e l o r s  t o  a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s :  M r .
J i m e n e z ,  M s .  Z i e g l e r ,  a n d  M s .  R i c h a r d s o n .  A l l  t h r e e  c o u n s e l o r s  w i l l
h e l p  y o u  w i t h  a n y  o f  y o u r  c o n c e r n s .  
T h e  c o u n s e l o r s  s e r v i c e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t s :  M r .  J i m e n e z  A - L ;       
M s .  Z i e g l e r  M - Z ;  a n d  M s .  R i c h a r d s o n  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  T R U S T  C o u n s e l o r  a n d
P e e r  M e d i a t i o n  C l u b  S p o n s o r .  

Y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  y o u r  c o u n s e l o r  v i a  e m a i l :
M r .  J i m e n e z :  g u s j i m e n e z @ d a d e s c h o o l s . n e t
M s .  Z i e g l e r :   c a r l y . z i e g l e r @ d a d e s c h o o l s . n e t  
M s .  R i c h a r d s o n :  m r i c h a r d s o n 1 @ d a d e s c h o o l s . n e t  

Values Matter
F o r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  o u r  s c h o o l  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  V a l u e s
M a t t e r  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  h o n e s t ,  k i n d ,  a n d  f a i r .
T h e  f i r s t  e v e n t  f o r  V a l u e s  M a t t e r  w a s  “ S t a r t  w i t h  H e l l o  W e e k , ”
w h i c h  a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  t o
m a k e  o u r  s c h o o l  a  b e t t e r  p l a c e .  F r o m  S e p t e m b e r  1 8 - 2 2  s t u d e n t s
g o t  t o  w r i t e  p o s i t i v e  t h i n g s  o n  t h e  " P o s i t i v i t y  W a l l ”  f o r  t h e  w h o l e
s c h o o l  t o  r e a d  a n d  s e e .  J u s t  t h e s e  s m a l l  a c t s  o f  k i n d n e s s  c a n  m a k e
a n y o n e ' s  d a y  b r i g h t e r  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  g i v e  b a c k  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e !



 Welcome to the Arvida Middle School PTSA! 
Every Thursday after school, our PTSA staff will be outside selling
yummy goodies like candy, food, drinks, chips etc. All between the

price range of $1-$3. Celebrate our amazing security staff the week of
September 11th! Thank you for keeping our kids safe, PTSA will have a

special treat for our security staff on behalf of our students. 
The Peanut butter drive has started! The winner with the most pounds
will have a cheesecake party. Peanut butter drive will be hosted from

September 1st – September 28th 
Thank you for supporting our school!

H T T P S : / / A R V I D A M I D D L E . N E T # 2   |   S E P T  2 0 2 3

PTSA


