
Black History Month is a month dedicated to focus on the contributions
of African Americans to the United States. After an interview with the
Black History month committee of teachers, they told us a fun fact
about butter pecan ice cream and how many many years ago African
Americans had an unspoken rule in which they were not allowed to eat
vanilla ice cream, because the ice cream was said to be pure and
white. To get around the rule and still be able to partake in eating
vanilla ice cream, the African Americans came up with an idea to mix
pecans with vanilla ice cream in order to 
create a darker-toned color, so that they 
were allowed to eat it. 

Arvida students and staff celebrated Black 
History Month with a door decorating 
contest, a luncheon, and other events 
throughout the school.  

VIKINGS’ ‘VENTURES
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Black History Month 2024
B Y :  A N A  E S C O B A R ,  V I C T O R I A  G R A N I E R O ,  A N D  G Y A N N A  L L E R A

M S .  R I C H A R D O N ’ S  C L A S S  W A S  T H E  W I N N E R  O F  T H E  B L A C K  
H I S T O R Y  M O N T H  D O O R  D E C O R A T I N G  C O N T E S T !



Secret Admirer Notes
The “Secret Admirer Notes” were hosted by Ms. Justiniano and 
the Viking Council. Ms. Justiniano  
says that her favorite part about hosting it, 
is that she doesn't see much kindness 
from middle schoolers very often, so she 
loves to see all the kind notes that the 
students send for this event. She said it 
reminds her of her favorite part of being a 
teacher. Student Council delivered the 
notes on Valentine’s Day, for a fun surprise!
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B Y :  D A N E I L E E  A M O R E S ,  S T E L L A  G A S S A W A Y ,  A N D  S A M A N T H A  P A R G A S

Viking Valentine’s
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Sundae, Fun Day!
                                    Another way Arvida celebrated      
                                  Valentine's Day, was having a “Sundae, 
                                  Fun Day” that was created by Viking 
                                  Council. During the last block on
                                  Valentine’s Day, students came down to 
                                  the courtyard to have fun with their friends
                                  by doing events such as karaoke, inflatable 
                                  machines, and enjoying an ice cream 
                                  sundae treat with many toppings. This was
                 a great day to have a fun day while eating a sundae!



                          During the month of February, we  
                                celebrated the 7th Habit of Successful 

                                     Vikings “Sharpen the Saw.” This means 
                                   to prioritize your mental, physical, and 

                                     personal self-care, all while balancing it 
                                         with school and academic achievements.    
                                        One-way students have shown this habit  

                                     is by using planners to balance school, 
                                    extracurricular activities, and home learning. 
Another way students have shown this 
habit, is by keeping their body healthy by 
eating right, getting enough sleep, and 
moving their bodies by exercising. Taking 
good care of yourself while balancing it with 
work and school, will be important throughout 
your whole life to become the best version of 
yourself, so remember that balance is key!
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7 Habits of Successful Vikings
“Sharpen the Saw”

B Y :  L I A H  B L A N C O  A N D  N I C O L E  F L O R E S

O N E  E X A M P L E  O F  T H E  7 T H  H A B I T  O F  S U C C E S S F U L  V I K I N G S  I S  B E I N G  S H O W N  H E R E  A T  O U R  S C H O O L
D U R I N G  M O S T  V A L U A B L E  V I K I N G  D A Y  O N  F E B R U A R Y  2 2 N D ;  O U R  A T H L E T E S  A N D  A C A D E M I C

P E R F O R M E R S :  S T E P H A N I E  B A Z R L I  A N D  A L E X  F E R N A N D E Z .



                                     M s .  M o o n e y  p e r f o r m e d  a  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  
                                     “ M s .  M o o n e y ’ s  R o c k e t  P r o j e c t . ”  E a c h  o f  
                                  h e r  s t u d e n t s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
                                 c r e a t e  a  r o c k e t  o u t  o f  t w o ,  2 - l i t e r  b o t t l e s ,  
                                  t h a t  w e r e  c u t  a n d  t a p e d  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  
                                 r o c k e t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
                                   e v e n t u a l l y  l a u n c h
                                 a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  b u i l t  a n d  
                                     d e c o r a t e d  i t .  T h e  
                                 p r o j e c t ' s  p u r p o s e  w a s  
t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
a e r o d y n a m i c s  a n d  h o w  t h e  w a y  y o u  b u i l d  
y o u r  r o c k e t  c a n  a f f e c t  h o w  h i g h  i t  g o e s  a n d  
                                 m o v e s  i n  t h e  a i r .  I n  t h e  
                                 e n d ,  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  h o w  
                                  t o  m a k e  t h e i r        
                                 o w n  r o c k e t s  a t  h o m e ;  t h e y  a l s o  l e a r n e d  
                                 a b o u t  p h y s i c s  a n d  a e r o d y n a m i c s .  T h e  
                                 l o n g e s t  a i r t i m e  w a s  o n e  e n t i r e  m i n u t e !  
                                 T h a t  w a s  a  l o t  l o n g e r  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  
                                 r o c k e t s !  A m a n d a  T o r r e s ,  o n e  o f  M r s .  
                                 M o o n e y ’ s  s t u d e n t s ,  s a i d  “ I t  w a s  a  f u n  a n d  
                                  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t  t h a t  h e l p e d  u s  l e a r n  
                                  a b o u t  a e r o d y n a m i c s . ”
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Launching Rockets
with Ms. Mooney

Teacher Talk

B Y :  A L E J A N D R O  C E D E N O ,  K A T H E R I N E  E L E J A L D E ,  A N D  S O F I A  N E Y R A
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M s .  V e g a  s u r e  k n o w s  h o w  t o  m a k e  h e r  s t u d e n t s  t h r i v e  w h i l e
l e a r n i n g !  S h e  i n s p i r e d  h e r  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  “ T h e  C e r e a l  B o x

B i o g r a p h y . ”  T h i s  a s s i g n m e n t  w a s  a s s i g n e d  d u r i n g  B l a c k
H i s t o r y  M o n t h ,  t o  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  A f r i c a n

A m e r i c a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y .  T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  M s .  V e g a ’ s
p r o j e c t  w a s  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t r u g g l e s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s .  T h e
s t u d e n t s  s u r e  w o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  t h e y  l e a r n e d

a b o u t  b l a c k  a n d  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y !   
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Teacher Talk
Black History Month

Biography Boxes
By Ms. Vega

B Y :  A L E X A N D R A  B L A N C O ,  S O F I A  L E R G I E R ,  A N D  P A I G E  M E N D E Z
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Magnet Mania
B Y :  L A U R E N  A R R O Y A V E ,  A D R I A N  M E D I N A ,  A N D  D A N I E L  R A M I R E Z

F O R E N S I C S  A C A D E M Y G L O B A L  A C A D E M Y

O N  F E B R U A R Y  1 6 ,  T H E  8 T H  G R A D E
F O R E N S I C S  S T U D E N T S  W E N T  T O  T H E
H O L O C A U S T  M U S E U M .  T H E Y
L E A R N E D  A B O U T  T H E  E V E N T S  A N D
T R A G E D I E S  O F  T H I S  H I S T O R I C A L
E V E N T .  T H E Y  G O T  A  O N C E  I N  A
L I F E T I M E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  L I S T E N
T O  A  H O L O C A U S T  S U R V I V O R  S P E A K
A B O U T  H I S  E X P E R I E N C E  D U R I N G  T H E
H O L O C A U S T .  A L S O ,  T H E  6 T H  G R A D E
F O R E N S I C S  S T U D E N T S  W E N T  T O
D E E R I N G  E S T A T E S ;  T H E Y  H A D  A
W O N D E R F U L  T I M E  T O U R I N G  T H E
S I T E !  T H E R E  W E R E  M A N Y  F U N
A C T I V I T I E S -  T H E  G R O U P  F A V O R I T E
W A S  S O L V I N G  “ T H E  C A S E  O F  A
M I S S I N G  M A Y O R . ”  T H E Y  A L S O  H A D    
                                        T O  U S E  
                                         T H E I R  
                                        F O R E N S I C S  
                                        S K I L L S  T O  
                                         S O L V E  A  
                                        C A S E  O F  A  
                                        D E A D  
                                        M A N A T E E .

G L O B A L  S T U D I E S  S T U D E N T S  W E N T
O N  A  3 - D A Y  C A M P I N G  T R I P  T O  T H E
F L O R I D A  E V E R G L A D E S .  T H E Y  H A D  A

F U N  T I M E  E X P L O R I N G  T H E
E V E R G L A D E S !  T H E Y  S A W  M A N Y

A N I M A L S  L I K E  S Q U I R R E L S ,
A L L I G A T O R S ,  A N D  E V E N  A N

O P O S S U M .  T H E Y  W A L K E D  T H R O U G H
M U D  A N D  W A T E R  A N D  L E A R N E D

A B O U T  E C H O L O C A T I O N  A N D  M O R S E
C O D E .  6 T H  A N D  7 T H  G L O B A L

S T U D E N T S  H A D  G O N E  T O  T H E  F R O S T
M U S E U M .  T H E Y  H A D  A  L O T  O F  F U N

A N D  L E A R N E D  M A N Y  T H I N G S  A B O U T
N A T U R E .  T H E Y  W E N T  T O  T H E

P L A N E T A R I U M  A N D  L E A R N E D  A B O U T
O U T E R  S P A C E ,  T H E Y  A L S O  H A D  T H E

C H A N C E  T O  S E E  A N D  T O U C H
S T I N G R A Y S .



 I N  F E B R U A R Y ,  S E V E R A L  S P O R T S  T E A M S  P L A Y E D ,  S U C H  A S  T H E  B O Y S  A N D
G I R L S  F L A G  F O O T B A L L  T E A M  A N D  T R A C K .  T H E  T R A C K  T E A M  H A D  A  M E E T  A T
P O W E L L  S T A D I U M  A N D  C O M P E T E D  I N  A  F E W  R A C E S  A N D  E V E N T S .  T H E
F I N A L  S T A N D I N G S  W E R E  4  B Y  8 0 0 - M E T E R  R E L A Y  
R A C E -  L I A M  A V I L A ,  S E B A S T I A N  V I L L A F U E R T E ,  
M A R C U S  F O R D ,  C H A R L E S  F A R R O W .  B O Y S  4 0 0 - M E T E R  
D A S H - 3 R D  P L A C E  M A R C U S  F O R D ,  B O Y S  8 0 0 - M E T E R  
D A S H -  3 R D  P L A C E  L I A M  A V I L A ,  G I R L S  4 0 0 - M E T E R  
D A S H -  1 S T  P L A C E  D A N E R I C K A  W A L K E R ,  G I R L S  8 0 0 -
M E T E R  R U N -  6 T H  P L A C E .  O N  F E B R U A R Y  1 2 T H ,  T H E  
B O Y S  A N D  G I R L S  F L A G  F O O T B A L L  T E A M  P L A Y E D  A T  
C U R R Y  A N D  W O N ,  2 0 - 0 !  T H E  F L A G  F O O T B A L L  T E A M S  
A L S O  P L A Y E D  A T  L E I S U R E  C I T Y  A N D  L O S T ,  2 0 - 1 4 .  
A N O T H E R  G A M E  T H A T  O U R  F L A G  F O O T B A L L  T E A M  
P L A Y E D  A N D  W O N  W A S  A G A I N S T  M C M I L L I A N  W H I C H
 T H E Y  W O N ,  2 0 - 0 .  F I N A L L Y ,  T O  F I N I S H  T H E  F L A G  
F O O T B A L L  S E A S O N ,  T H E Y  P L A Y E D  A G A I N S T  
L E E W O O D  A N D  W O N ,  8 - 6 .  

 
 
                                                   O U R  V I K I N G  C H E E R L E A D E R S  C O M P E T E D  
                                                   O N  F E B R U A R Y  2 5 T H  A N D  W O N  
                                                   N A T I O N A L  C H A M P I O N S  A N D  B E S T   
                                                   P Y R A M I D S  F O R  U S C A !  
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Sports
B Y :  J A Y L E E N  C A Z A R E S ,  J E S U S  F E R N A N D E Z ,  A N D  G I A N L U C A  V E N C E
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M A R C U S  F O R D ,  6 T H  G R A D E
T R A C K  T E A M

3 R D  P L A C E -  4 0 0  M E T E R  D A S H  



V I K I N G  F E S T  T O O K  P L A C E  O N  F E B R U A R Y  1 0 T H .  S T U D E N T S  G O T  T O  V O T E  F O R  8 T H
G R A D E  K I N G  A N D  Q U E E N ,  7 T H  G R A D E  D U K E  A N D  D U C H E S S ,  A N D  6 T H  G R A D E
P R I N C E  A N D  P R I N C E S S .  D U R I N G  T H E  V I K I N G  F E S T ,  
T H E R E  W E R E  M A N Y  F U N  A C T I V I T I E S  L I K E  A R T S  A N D  
C R A F T S  F O R  S A L E ,  C O M P E T I T I O N  A N D  P R I Z E S ,  
B O U N C E  H O U S E S  A N D  P L E N T Y  O F  F O O D .   

A N O T H E R  E V E N T  W A S  T H E  V A L I A N T  V I K I N G  P A R T Y .  
T H E  P A R T Y  W A S  F O R  T H E  V A L I A N T  A R V I D A  V I K I N G S !  
T H E R E  W E R E  M A N Y  F U N  A C T I V I T I E S  T O  E N J O Y  S U C H  
                                            A S  A  G A M E  T R U C K ,  I C E  
                                            C R E A M  T O  S N A C K  O N ,  A N D  G I A N T  B O A R D  G A M E S .   
                                           S T U D E N T S  T H A T  W E R E  I N V I T E D  T O  T H I S  P R E S T I G I O U S   
                                            E V E N T  E V E N  H A D  A  C H A N C E  T O  S I G N  K A R A O K E  A N D    
                                            J U M P  I N  B O U N C E  H O U S E S .  T H E  T W O  W A Y S  T O  G E T  A  
                                            V A L I A N T  V I K I N G  D A Y  I N V I T A T I O N ,  A R E  T O  G E T  H O N O R   
                                            R O L L  A N D  O R  V A L I A N T  V I K I N G  P O I N T S .  

L A S T L Y ,  T H E R E  W A S  J U S T  F O R  T H E  E I G H T H  G R A D E R S !  T H E  E I G H T H - G R A D E
T E A C H E R S  H O S T E D  “ M I A M I  N I G H T S ”  F O R  T H E  8 T H  G R A D E  P R O M !  A T  T H E  D A N C E
T H E Y  H A D  F O O D ,  A M A Z I N G  M U S I C ,  A N D  F U N  
A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  T H E  E I G H T H  G R A D E R S  T O  E N G A G E  
I N .  T H E Y  A L S O  C R O W N E D  A N D  H O N O R E D  T H E  
E I G H T H  G R A D E  K I N G  A N D  Q U E E N .  T H E  E I G H T  
G R A D E R S  H A D  A N  U N F O R G E T T A B L E  E V E N I N G  
D A N C I N G  A N D  C E L E B R A T I N G  W I T H  T H E I R  F R I E N D S !
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Events
B Y :  N O R A  D I G I A C O M O ,  E M M A  L E M U S ,  A N D  M A R I A N A  O R O Z C O
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