
Arvida Middle School 
Band 1 Syllabus 
David Gonzalez 

Director of Bands 
 
Course Overview 
Band 1 is a year-long course designed for beginning band students in grades 6-8. This class will focus on 
developing foundational skills in playing a musical instrument, and performing in an ensemble. Throughout 
the year, students will progress from individual technique building to ensemble performance, with 
opportunities for public performances and skill assessments. 
 
Course Objectives 
- Master basic instrument techniques (posture, hand/finger positions, breath control) 
- Develop music reading skills (notes, rhythms, dynamics, time signatures) 
- Practice and perform simple to intermediate-level ensemble pieces 
- Strengthen ear training and listening skills 
- Build performance confidence for both solo and group performances 
 
Instruments Covered 
- Woodwinds: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Saxophone 
- Brass: Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba 
- Percussion: Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Timpani, Keyboard Percussion (e.g., xylophone) 
 
Materials Needed 
- Instrument (rented or owned by the student) 
- Method Book: Standard of Excellence Book 1  
- Music Stand  
- Pencil  
- Black duo tang style folder (for notes and assignments) 
- Tuner/Metronome (either physical or an app) 
 
Classroom Expectations and Consequences 

Expectations: 

- Respect: Be respectful to classmates, instruments, and the instructor. 
- Preparedness: Bring your instrument, music, and materials each day. 
- Positive Attitude: Engage with a positive attitude and support peers. 
- Responsibility: Take care of your instrument and practice time. 
- Participation: Actively participate in class activities and discussions. 
Consequences: 
- First OWense: Verbal warning and reminder of expectations. 
- Second OWense: Private discussion with instructor and Viking Violation. 
- Third OWense: Parent contact to discuss improvement plan. 



Grading Procedures: 
Grades in Band are calculated on a 4-point grading scale and will be calculated from the following: 
 

Major (Test) Grades: 85% Daily Assignment Grades: 
15%  Performance Objectives Summative Activities 

- Formal Performances 
- District Evaluations 
- District Solo and 

Ensemble Festival 

- Rehearsals/Sectionals  
- Playing Tests (double 

weighted) 
- Video Assignments 
- Written Exams (double 

weighted) 

- Weekly Participation 
- Homework 

Assignments  

 
Letter grades will be assigned according to the MDCPS percentages, as follows: 
A 90-100% 
B 80-89% 
C 70-79% 
D 60-69% 
F 59% and below 
 
If a student receives an unsatisfactory grade on a quiz/test, they will be allowed to retake the test for a better 
grade if desired. Students may only retest within 1 calendar week of the original test date. 
Plagiarism is the practice of taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them oW as one’s own. 
Plagiarism, in any form, will not be tolerated. If a student is found to have plagiarized any assignment, they 
will receive an automatic 0. 
 
Communication 
- Weekly Updates: Updates will be posted on the BAND App. Please use the QR code on the Band Handbook 
to sign up. 
- Parent/Teacher Communication: Parents can reach out via email to dgonzalez1024@dadeschools.net for 
concerns about progress or upcoming performances.  

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgment 

Please sign below to acknowledge that you have read and understood the Band 1 syllabus, including class 
expectations, consequences, grading, materials needed and materials needed. Your support and 
encouragement play a vital role in your child’s success in this class. 

Student Name: ___________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name: ___________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________ 
Date: ___________________________ 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at dgonzalez1024@dadeschools.net. 

 

 


