
      Forensics 2 Elective Syllabus  

Grade Level: 7th–8th Grade 

Duration: Full Year (4 Quarters – 9 Weeks Each) 

Instructor: Ms. Gomberg 

Contact: agomberg@dadeschools.net 

Prerequisite: Forensics 1 or teacher approval 

 

       Course Overview 

Forensics 2 deepens student knowledge of forensic science through real-world applications, 

complex labs, investigative teamwork, and creative presentation projects. This course expands 

into anthropology, toxicology, digital forensics, and behavioral analysis, with a final public 

exhibition of student investigations. 

 

             Course Structure at a Glance 

Quarter Theme/Focus Anchor Projects 

Q1 Advanced Crime Scene Science Blood Spatter Analysis, Trace Evidence Case 

Q2 Anthropology, Toxicology & Careers 
Bone Lab, Poison Mystery Case, Career 

Deep Dive 

Q3 
Cyber Forensics & Psychological 

Profiling 

Digital Evidence Case, Criminal Profile 

Project 

Q4 Cold Cases & Public Exhibition 
Cold Case Investigation, Forensics Expo 

Project 

 

      Weekly Breakdown + Projects + Glossary 

Focus 

 

      Quarter 1: Advanced Crime Scene Science 

Theme: Blood analysis, trace evidence, reliability 



Week Focus Project Glossary Terms 

1 Forensics Review CSI Skills Challenge Evidence, Locard’s Principle 

2 Blood Spatter Basics Spatter Simulation Lab Passive, Arterial, Transfer 

3 Trajectory & Analysis String Lab + Math 
Angle of Impact, 

Convergence 

4 Hair, Fibers, & Glass Microscopy Lab Medulla, Cortex, Fracture 

5 Soil & Pollen Comparative Sample Lab Palynology, Control Sample 

6 Paint & Toolmarks Match & ID Lab Striation, Layering 

7 Case Review Build theory & timeline Hypothesis, Chain of Custody 

8 Final Prep Reconstruct Scene Summary Board 

9 
Mock Case #1: Trace 

Mystery 
Presentation & Defense Review Terms 

 

      Quarter 2: Anthropology, Toxicology & Careers 

Theme: Bones, poisons, and career paths 

Week Focus Project Glossary Terms 

1 Human vs. Animal Bones Skeletal Lab Epiphysis, Pelvis, Suture 

2 Forensic Anthropology Build Bio Profile 
Skull, Height, Age 

Estimation 

3 Time of Death Estimation Decomp Timeline Livor Mortis, Adipocere 

4 Toxicology & Poisons Poison Profile Lab Toxin, LD50, Metabolism 

5 Case Study 
Analyze Real Poisoning 

Case 
Cyanide, Arsenic 

6 Career Exploration Begins Research Notebook Serologist, Ballistics Expert 

7 Careers in Forensics Project Poster or Slide Deck Salary, Skills, Education 

8 Forensics Career Gallery Class Presentations Summary 

9 
Mock Case #2: Toxic 

Mystery 
Student Investigation Review Terms 

 

      Quarter 3: Cyber Forensics & Profiling 

Theme: Tech evidence, criminal behavior, digital mystery 

Week Focus Project Glossary Terms 

1 Intro to Digital Forensics USB Autopsy Lab Metadata, IP Address 



Week Focus Project Glossary Terms 

2 File Recovery Deleted File Simulation 
File Carving, Digital 

Trail 

3 Internet Crimes Text/Email Trace Encryption, Malware 

4 Behavioral Profiling Profile Building Lab 
Signature, MO, 

Victimology 

5 Case Study: Real Offender 
Analyze Profile vs 

Behavior 
Organized, Disorganized 

6 Criminal Profile Writing Fictional Suspect Profile Risk Factor, Escalation 

7 Interview Tactics Microexpression Practice Baseline, Truth Indicator 

8 Cold Case Reboot Begins Choose Unsolved Case 
Reinvestigation, 

Timeline 

9 
Mock Case #3: Cyber/Bio Profile 

Mystery 
Group Presentation Summary Terms 

 

         Quarter 4: Cold Cases & Public Exhibition 

Theme: Research, real-world forensics, communication 

Week Focus Project Glossary Terms 

1 What Are Cold Cases? Case File Selection Cold Case, Open Case 

2 
Review Evidence & 

Timeline 
Build Team Binder 

Case Log, Chain of 

Custody 

3 Cold Case Research Interviews & Records FOIA, Source Reliability 

4 New Evidence Strategy Design Lab or Tech Plan Hypothesis, Modern Tech 

5 Presentation Building Poster, Video, or Website Exhibit, Presentation 

6 Peer Review Practice Feedback Day Clarity, Credibility 

7 Forensics Expo Prep Set up stations Visual Aid, Interactive 

8 
Forensics Public 

Exhibition 

Present to Guests or Other 

Classes 
Speaking Skills 

9 Reflection & Final Journals What You Learned Ethics, Growth, Teamwork 

 

       Anchor Projects Summary (Updated) 

Quarter Anchor Project 

Q1 Blood Spatter & Trace Evidence Mock Case 

Q2 Poison Mystery + Careers in Forensics Project 



Quarter Anchor Project 

Q3 Digital Forensics + Criminal Profile Project 

Q4 Cold Case Investigation + Public Exhibition 

 

     Weekly Glossary Routine 

• Add 5–8 terms per week to team Glossary Journal 

• Define, draw or explain in context 

• Use in case reports and presentation decks 

 

   Assessment Breakdown 

Category Weight 

Labs & Mini-Projects 35% 

Major Projects (Toxicology, Profile, Cold Case) 40% 

Forensics Exhibition & Presentation 15% 

Journals & Teamwork 10% 

 

   Supplies Needed 

• Chromebooks/laptops 

• Case file folders or binders 

• USB drives for cyber forensics 

• Poster supplies or access to digital design tools 

• Magnifying glasses, gloves, rulers 

 


